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What is digital storytelling? 
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www.greatdaytolearn.com 

Click on "Teacher Resources" 

Go to "Dynamite Digital Storytelling" Link 
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What does digital storytelling have to offer in the  
classroom? 

Digital storytelling in the classroom helps take learning to new levels by… 

…Engaging students  in authentic ways that motivate reflection and revision 
at higher levels of Bloom's taxonomy (e.g. Synethesis and evaluation). 

 
…including content-area standards within the process students follow to 
create, transform their story from an idea to publication-ready product. 

..it's fun!  The kids will love it! 

Digital Storytelling reaches higher level thinking  skills 
for all students: 
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Here is an overview of the process of creating a di gital story. These 
steps may vary because no two projects are alike, b ut this will help get 
you started. 

1. Script development: write the story, often with a group called a story circle 
to provide feedback and story development ideas  Students often use a 
storyboard to map out their project. Storyboarding is like making a road 
map for your story.   

 

2. Record the author reading the story (audio recording and editing).  Use 
inexpensive microphone for this process! 

   

3. Capture and process the images to further illustrate the story (image 
scanning and editing)  *Get pictures from paintings scanned or 
photgraphed, drawings scanned or photographed, drawings created on 
the computer, photographs of clay or other objects, download photographs 
from the internet from sites like www.flickr.com, or take pictures with digital 
camera and import from disk.  

 

4. Combine audio and images (and any additional video) onto a timeline, add 
music track.  The best free music site on the internet is 
www.freeplaymusic.com 

 

5. Present or publish finished version of story. 
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 After students finish, host an "Oscars Party."  Premeire the 
movies in the classroom with students nominating each other for 

awards like "Best Picture" or "Best Script."  Miniature Oscar 
trophies can be purchased on websites like OrientalTrading.com.  
You can even roll out red bulletin board paper for a "red carpet" 
effect.  This is a super fun activity for Open House or a special 

evening at school to invite parents!   
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· creative story (fairy tale, Porquoi tale) 
· persusasive story (commercial, video essay) 
· a diary (point of view of a character from a book, historical piece, 
personal biography) 
· autobiography 
· create a poem, then put the words to pictures 
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· historical account diary (Civil War, Westward Expansion, The 
Writing of the Constitution, World War I, the First Thanksgiving) 
· first-person account of the life of a dollar bill (economics) 
· travel diary for any city, state, or continent with photos gathered 
from the Internet 
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· Demonstrate a pizza party taking place with fractions, narrate, and 
include pictures 
· Make an "ISpy Video" which shows pictures then asks the viewer 
to identify geometrical shapes. 
· Make a video about measurement where students explain how life 
would be if they were only one inch tall 
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· Follow the life of a drop of water through the water cycle 
· Create a safety video about electricity 
· Tell the story of the destruction of the rainforest from an animal 
live there 
· Talk about the effects of littering from a turtle’s point of view 
· Show photographs of landforms and incorporate these into story 
settings 
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Group Roles:  Adjust as needed for your group sizes .   

1. Copyright Supervisor — Ensures all resources being used are legal, 
documented, and credited.  

2. Graphics Coordinator or Artist  — Uses the product’s image list to 
locate, gather, create, and/or prepare any images and video needed while 
becoming proficient with Internet searching and image-editing  

3. Script/Storyboard Manager  — Develops the script and storyboard, 
ensuring that the personal connection is developed and integrated into 
their work. Also helps develop and communicate image and sound lists for 
the team.  

4. Sound/Music Technician  — Uses the product’s sound list to locate, 
gather, create, and/or prepare any ambient sounds and music needed 
while becoming proficient with Internet searching and sound-editing 
software.  

5. Video-Editing Producer  — Translates the storyboard into a final product 
while becoming proficient with image- and video-editing software.  

6. Voice Narrator  — Performs or supports the Script-to-Voiceover narration 
while becoming proficient with voice-recording software. 

Folders for Organization 

Providing a folder for each digital storytelling group and numbering them to be 
turned in to teacher at the end of the class period is an effective way to keep 
track of each group progress as well as materials. All notes from the recorder 
are kept here as well as storyboard drafts. Moreover, keeping a master 
teacher folder of the finalized storyboards and providing copies to the 
students for practice helps if a student may loose their work or in case their 
work has been ‘eaten by the family pet’. 

Mistakes I Made the First Time We Did a Digital Str oytelling 
Project in My Classroom: 

�  I tried having students make a movie without storyboarding first and 
movies turned out lacking organization. 

�  I didn't have group roles, so some students just sat back while others did 
the work.  

�  I tried to do it all...the scanning, the recording...after I pulled out several 
hairs, I realized...WHOSE project is this?   

 


